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REASONS FOR ACTION

The railway station and the Riera de la Salud bridge, in Sant Feliu de Llobregat, a town located 15 km
from Barcelona, were built in 1854. They are one of the few fully preserved first examples of railway
architecture in Catalonia and Spain. Because of their historical value and for their industrial and social
significance, they are part of Catalonia’s legacy. This should be reason enough to protect these
representations of industrial heritage. Unfortunately, the planned incorporation of underground railroad
tracks and the building a new underground train station on the railway line which passes through the
municipality, seriously affect and severely threaten these historic sites.
In 2010, the Save the Train Station citizen’s group requested that any plan for said underground
infrastructure should include the preservation of the Sant Feliu de Llobregat station and the Riera de la
Salud bridge. Unfortunately, the public entity ADIF (Administrator of Railway Infrastructures)) which
owns the building and the bridge, refused to consider the request and continued with its planned
demolition of these sites as part of the underground train tracks and new station project. For this reason,
over the last 10 years, Save the Train Station has launched a national and international emergency
campaign, to save the station and the railway bridge from its demolition. The conservation of this iconic
mid-19th century railway architecture is urgently needed. These sites are of great historical, railway and
industrial value, in terms of unique features that are different from other heritage sites, and, are
therefore precious to keep.

The present Alert Action request to the TICCIH must be an urgent call to ask ADIF, the Foundation of
the Spanish Railways and the Sant Feliu de Llobregat City Council to take all necessary steps to
safeguard this fully functioning industrial railway site which is one of the oldest and representative of the
first passenger train stations in Spain. The analysis of a plan for the underground railway project must
assess alternatives that safeguard these railway constructions of historical-industrial value (station and
Riera de la Salud bridge). Such alternatives to demolition have been possible and implemented in other
towns. We request that they be studied in this instance. Should the project proceed as planned, it will
deprive us of structures of significant importance of railway industrial architecture from the middle of the
XIX century in Spain and Catalonia.
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A.- Identity of the Industrial Artifact
A.1.- Original name and Current name
I. SANT FELIU DE LLOBREGAT RAILWAY STATION
II. RIERA DE LA SALUD RAILWAY BRIDGE

View of the facade of the station entrance

View of the facade of the platforms
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View of the Riera de la Salud bridge

A.2.- Address/Location Town, Country, Street
-

Country: Spain
Autonomous community: Catalonia
Region: Barcelona
County: Capital of Baix Llobregat
Town: 08980, Sant Feliu de Llobregat

➢ Sant Feliu de Llobregat Railway Station
- Address: Station square
- GPS: 41 ° 22 ′ 59 ″ N, 2 ° 02 ′ 53 ″ E
➢ Riera de la Salud Railroad Bridge
- Address: Passeig dels Pins
- GPS: 41 ° 23 '07.6 "N, 2 ° 02' 41.7" E

Location on the map of Sant Feliu de Llobregat with respect to the city of Barcelona
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Aerial view of Sant Feliu de Llobregat station

A.3.- Activity sector
-

Railway Heritage.

A.4.- Size
I.

The railway station is a single storey stand-alone building measuring approximately 285 square
meters in area.

II. The railway bridge is made of brick and is approximately 10.90 meters long and 5 meters wide.
A.5.- Property
-

ADIF (Administrator of Railway Infrastructures)
Public entity under the Ministry of Transport, Mobility and Urban Agenda
 http://www.adif.es
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B.- Current heritage Protection Status
B.1.- Protection
• The Sant Feliu station building and the Riera de la Salud railway bridge do not have special
protection to prevent their destruction.
B.2.- Heritage inventories
➢ The station building is part of the Inventory of the Architectural Heritage of Catalonia,
created and maintained by the General Directorate of Cultural Heritage of the Government
of Catalonia.
 Inventory of the Architectural Heritage of Catalonia
- Station building. Inventory number: 19114
 http://invarquit.cultura.gencat.cat/Cerca/Fitxa?index=92&consulta=MCU0KzA4MjExNC
U=&codi=19114
➢ The station building is also listed in the Inventory of Industrial Heritage, prepared by the
National Museum of Science and Technology of Catalonia (mNACTEC).
 Inventory of industrial heritage “Museu al carrer”
- Station building. Inventory number: 08211/12
 https://mnactec.cat/museualcarrer/ca/elements/estacio-de-sant-feliu-del-llobregat
➢ The station building and the Riera de la Salud bridge are part of the Cultural Heritage Map
of the Barcelona Provincial Council and the Sant Feliu de Llobregat City Council,
created and maintained by the Heritage Office of the Barcelona Provincial Council.
 Map of Cultural Heritage of Sant Feliu de Llobregat
- Station building. Inventory number: 08211/12
 https://patrimonicultural.diba.cat/element/estacio-de-tren-1
- Riera de la Salud Bridge. Inventory number: 08211/140
 https://patrimonicultural.diba.cat/element/pont-del-ferrocarril-riera-de-la-salut
Download map in pdf:
 http://patrimonicultural.diba.cat/uploads/08211/memoria.pdf
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B.4.- Protection judgment
• Finally, the following opinions are highlighted:
➢ From the Institute of Catalan Studies (IEC), the main academy of arts and sciences in
Catalonia: The opinion supports the conservation of the historic building of the Sant Feliu
train station and considers the underground works of the tracks to be compatible with the
conservation of the building.
 Find the opinion of the IEC, Science and Technology Section on the preservation
of the historic building of the train station here:
 https://app.box.com/s/9japq5x8t1mf4id6mb3r3dlwyckk9zlg
➢ From the Baix Llobregat Civic Heritage Commission: The Commission recognizes the
station as "a piece of exceptional value of the Catalan railway heritage and of the
Iberian Peninsula, which is a testament of the first steps on this means of
transportation" and considers that "all available technology that allows for the
conservation of the station should be explored".
• Find the opinion of the Baix Llobregat Civic Heritage Commission on the
conservation of the station here:
 https://app.box.com/s/3thcqvvhrgjyazk7owc6w8ruj39ghrn9

C.- Statement of Significance
C.1.- Priority Value
• Sant Feliu de Llobregat station is one of the four oldest railway stations in Spain and Catalonia
still in operation, all were built in 1854. It is one of the five oldest in Spain that has been
preserved. Three of these stations, including the San Feliu station, and the Riera de la Salud
bridge belong to the Barcelona-Molins de Rei line. The fourth station is Sant Andreu Comtal on
the Barcelona-Granollers line. They have been in service for 166 years and retain their
integrity and authenticity.
• Outside of Catalonia, of the first railway stations, only the Grao de Valencia station (1852)
remains and is considered, by some sources, to be the oldest preserved in Spain. However,
the tracks there were dismantled in 1990.
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Location on the map of Cornellá, Sant Feliu and Molins de Rei stations

C.2.1.- Singularity Value
• The first railway line inaugurated in Spain linked Barcelona to the city of Mataró (30km NE of
Barcelona) in 1848. That line was followed by the Madrid-Aranjuez line in 1851 and the GijónLangreo and Valencia-Játiva lines in 1852.
• After the Barcelona-Mataró line, the Barcelona-Granollers and Barcelona-Molins de Rei lines
were inaugurated in 1854, constituting the second and third rail lines of the Catalan railway
network.
• Of the first Spanish railway lines, only the following remain: the Grao de Valencia stations
(1852), which ceased to serve at the end of the 1990s; the Sant Andreu Comtal station (1854)
on the Barcelona-Granollers line; and the three stations on the Barcelona-Molins de Rei line:
Cornellà, Sant Feliu de Llobregat and Molins de Rei.
C.2.2.- The singularity of the whole of the Barcelona - Molins de Rei line
• Apart from the intrinsic singular value of the Sant Feliu de Llobregat station, we must consider
the heritage value of the Barcelona-Molins de Rei line as a whole, as the line includes three
of the four oldest preserved stations in operation in Spain and where the Riera de la Salud
bridge, one of the first bridges built entirely of brick is located. Together, they constitute a
unique railway complex in Spain.
• This line also has the uniqueness of being Spain’s first double track railway line throughout
its entire route (1855). The double track was a measure taken to increase passenger and
freight traffic which positioned it at the forefront of railway development in Spain.
INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE ALERT - Platform Save the Train Station
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• The Riera de la Salud bridge is of the “flat bridge” style. It is built with bricks, a novelty and
architecturally unprecedented at that time in Spain, and joined with Portland cement.
• There were other bridges along the line: one on Sarrià Road at the entrance to the Sants station
and another in Molins de Rei. Both have now disappeared. Only two bridges of this style are
preserved on the line: one in Sant Feliu de Llobregat and the other in Esplugues de Llobregat.
• The Sant Feliu station, together with the Cornellà and Molins de Rei stations on the same line,
and the Riera de la Salud bridge, have an overall value. Furthermore, they are a unique
demonstration of the influence of English railway architecture at the start of railway
technology and architecture in Catalonia and Spain.
C.3.- Rarity
• The Sant Feliu de Llobregat station, together with those of Sant Andreu Comtal, Cornellà and
Molins de Rei, are the only stations in Spain that are still in operation and are entirely
preserved from the pioneering railway stations erected as a result of the arrival of the
railway.
• The bridge of the Riera de la Salud is one of the last two brick bridges built from this period.
C.4.- Esthetical & Architectural Value
• According to Carlos Urkiola, historian from the Universities of Barcelona and Montpellier and
specialist in railway issues, "the stations in the section from Barcelona to Molins de Rei are
true jewels of railway architecture and have a British touch."1
• Experts and historians affirm that when Michel De Bergue designed the construction of the
Barcelona-Molins de Rei line in 1853, he used the British construction model of the time. De
Bergue wanted to give the line the “Made in England” touch of his native England. At the
time, England was at the forefront in Europe in railway technology. Thus, all the iron material of
the line was imported from the United Kingdom: locomotives, passenger cars, freight cars, etc.,
even the rails were English. The construction of the stations, tunnels and bridges followed
the same criteria used in the United Kingdom in 1850.
•

Save the Station found that the station’s architectural design follows two styles very much in
vogue in England at the time--the Neo-Gothic and the Italian styles. They exhibit great
similarities to some of the buildings that exist in Derbyshire (in 2020 a part of the Derwent River

Carles Urkiola i Cases, (2004) “El carril de Barcelona a Molins de Rei i Martorell”, Centro de Estudios Comarcales del Baix
Llobregat
1

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE ALERT - Platform Save the Train Station

9

Valley was declared a World Heritage Site). Specifically, the Sant Feliu station has great
similarities with the old Belper station (1840-1973) on the Derby-Chesterfield line.
We can conclude that:
1.- Cornellà, Sant Feliu and Molins de Rei stations are truly unique models in Spain.
They present a very interesting and original architectural style that is part of English
railway architecture, built in 1854.
2.- The Riera de la Salud bridge is a unique engineering work of the time in Spain and is
still in use today. It is undoubtedly a significant and very important piece of the historical,
railway and industrial heritage of the Baix Llobregat region and the Iberian Peninsula. It is
an important piece of the transport heritage of the mid-19th century, which preserves
the origins of the railway in Spain.

C.5.- Integrity and authenticity value
• At present the station and the bridge, 166 years old, are in a good state of conservation and
preserve the appearance and authenticity with which they were built in 1854.
• Over the 166 years of uninterrupted operation, the functionalities of the building have been
adapted to an increase in passengers with special consideration for people with reduced
mobility. None of the building’s parts have been destroyed and maintains its original
integrity.
C.5.1.-Changes, additions
• In 1991, the RENFE operator carried out remodelling work on the station building. A ramp was
added to provide access to people with reduced mobility and a canopy, detached from the
building, was built on the station platforms.
• Inside the building, the surface of the floor, as well as the exterior platforms, were raised to
provide better access to the trains.
• The facades were cleaned up and painted according to the RENFE's corporate image. The
walls were painted white while the false stone blocks on the windows, doors, cornices and the
facade angles an ochre colour.
• As for the original roof balustrade, it was camouflaged by a layer of painted plaster, not its
original feature.
• Currently the central part of the station is intended for the public and provides access to the
platforms. The left section, where the station master's residence used to be, is currently used
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for the station's canteen or cafeteria, while the right side has been used for ticket sales and
passenger services.
• The functional adaptations made in these 166 years have been superficial and do not
prevent the recovery of its original appearance.

Ramp and access stairs added in the 1991 reform

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE ALERT - Platform Save the Train Station

11

Marquee added to the building

C.6.- Identity value and significance
• For the citizens of Sant Feliu, the station building and the railway bridge have, not only a
historical but social value. The station comprises important tangible and intangible social and
cultural history of the development and growth of the municipality and the region in the last 166
years. Its importance is not only in mobility, but in its civic, social and cultural role.
• Due to its historical, social and architectural significance, the station is an indisputable
part of the community’s collective memory where generations have accessed it to move
around and a place where different stories live within its walls. The station is
undoubtedly an emblematic space of social life of the city and a meeting place for
people, groups and entities. The station is a place of reference for the city as a dynamic axis
of social life and is, therefore, a trait of identity, an icon, a symbol of roots and a feeling of
belonging to Sant Feliu. We have a responsibility to preserve this legacy for future
generations.

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE ALERT - Platform Save the Train Station

12

• In addition to the architectural or historical characteristics of the station and bridge, the lives of
the citizens of Sant Feliu and the Baix Llobregat region were significantly impacted by the
arrival of the railway. It meant a change in the lives of all inhabitants, becoming the centre of
communications that benefited the mobility of people and goods. This made the arrival of
new industrial activities and trade development possible.
• These components of industrial heritage must be examined within the city of Sant Feliu
de Llobregat’s historical context. Importantly, a large part of the region’s architectural legacy
was destroyed during the dictatorship period.
• The demolition of the building and the bridge constitute a great loss for the heritage of
the city, of the industrial history of the Baix Llobregat region and of Catalonia.
C.7.- Social Value

• From the moment the Save the Train Station citizen’s group was established in April 2010,
hundreds of people have expressed their support for its campaign to safeguard these
historic components.
a. The campaign has a considerable, and ever increasing, following through social
networks: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube. It also has an outstanding following
through news channels, via WhatsApp, Gmail and an up-to-date website.
b. More than a hundred local, regional and national entities have expressed their
support for the campaign. A broad representation of the social and cultural organizational
fabric.
c. It also has the recognition and support of professional and college associations, as
well as renowned academic corporations of national prestige.
d. Also noteworthy is the support and collaboration of many professionals and
academics (historians, archaeologists, architects, etc.), as well as the support of
professors and lecturers from Catalan universities.
e. The campaign’s activities and news are widely followed in the media: press, radio and
television in the region.
f.

Save the Train Station has mobilized and sensitized the population, in recent years, about
the importance of maintaining these components of railway industrial heritage, through
public events such as assemblies, walks, photography and children's drawing contests, and
canvassing. All of them enjoying significant citizen participation.
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g. Therefore, we affirm that there is a clear fervour in support of and popular desire to
preserve these elements of the city's heritage. We must not allow them to disappear
because: of their heritage value; they are part of the city; and because we can give
them a new useful life to continue to serve Sant Feliu’s community.

D.- History of the place: An initiative of the willingness of the English engineer De
Bergue
• In 1850, the English engineer Michel De Bergue acquired a provisional concession2, destined to
build a railway between Barcelona and Molins de Rei. On April 3, 1851, he acquired the
concession to extend it to the city of Martorell.
• On March 8, 1852, a group of capitalists contracted with De Bergue whereby he agreed to
deliver the completed line for the amount of 7,847,450 pesetas (€ 47,164.12) and assigned the
concession to Caminos de Hierro del Centro de Cataluña, which later changed its name to
Compañía del Ferrocarril de Martorell a Barcelona.
• On April 13, 1852, with 45 founding partners, members of the Catalan bourgeoisie, the
Sociedad del Camino de Hierro del Centro, was established before the notary José Manuel
Planas y Compte, with a capital of 8,000,000 pesetas represented by 16,000 shares and
authorized by virtue of the Royal Decree of February 2, 1853.
• The plague epidemic in the city of Barcelona halted the railway works for a few months, which
delayed the project. The work was resumed in October 1854.
• The 17.66-kilometre section between the cities of Barcelona and Molins was opened for
operations on November 8, 1854. The line with stations in Barcelona, Sants, La Bordeta,
Hospitalet, Cornellà, Sant Feliu and Molins de Rei was opened on November 26.
• On September 30, 1855, the doubling of the track, the first railway line in Spain to have a
double track throughout its entire length, was completed.
• Four steam locomotives type 1-2-0 manufactured by Sharp & Stewart, from Manchester were
used Their serial numbers were 771, 772, 773 and 774, and were baptized with the names of
"Barcelona", "Martorell" 3, "Molins de Rei" and, probably, "Llobregat". Of English construction,

Carles Urkiola i Cases, (2004) “El carril de Barcelona a Molins de Rei i Martorell”, Centro de Estudios Comarcales del Baix
Llobregat
2

"Martorell" steam locomotive. Preserved in the Railway Museum of Catalonia, with registration number 00003. It is the
oldest preserved locomotive in Spain. In 1929, it participated in the MZA stand at the International Exhibition of Barcelona.
3

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE ALERT - Platform Save the Train Station

14

like all the iron elements of the line, these locomotives provided solutions to the problems of the
times.

Martorell locomotive, restored image with side tanks, MFC backgroun d

• The first cars on this line were built by the Ashbury factory in England. In February 1855, the
company had 4 first-class cars, 6 second-class cars and 10 third-class cars.
D.1.- Date of project/ Date of Construction/ Date of Activity beginning
-

On February 28, 1851, the Minister of Commerce, Education and Public Works granted Michel
De Bergue “the concession to build an iron road between Barcelona and Molins de Rei”.
In 1853, De Bergue planned the project.
Between 1853 and 1854, intensive work was carried out on the Barcelona-Molins de Rei
section.
On November 8, 1854, the section to Molins de Rei was opened as a commercial transport
opportunity for passengers and goods.
On November 26, 1854, the Barcelona-Molins de Rei line was inaugurated.
On September 30, 1855, the second track was put into service. At that time, it became the first
railway line in Spain to be fully equipped with double tracks throughout its entire route.

D.2.- Current use and intended destination
• The Sant Feliu railway station and the Riera de la Salud bridge, after 166 years, are still in
operation. Not considering the stations in Barcelona, Cataluña’s capital, the Sant Feliu station
is the second most used by number of passengers on the Catalan railway network, with
1,587.000 people entries in 2016.
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• The date for the demolition of the railway station building and the Riera de la Salud bridge is
looming because he announcement and award of the underground railway works by ADIF,
places its start in 2020. The risk of the structure’s disappearance is imminent.

E.- The Architect / Engineer: De Bergue
•

The engineer was Michel De Bergue (London, 1812 - Barcelona, 1877), son of Louis Nicolas De
Bergue, a French nobleman exiled to England during the French Revolution. Michel De Bergue
belonged to a linage of mechanical engineers that spread across half of Europe. Michel De
Bergue's deep connections with England and his marriage to Anne Warren made him well known
in Barcelona as a British engineer.

Michel De Bergue. Martorell railway viaduct over the Llobregat river, line from Barcelona to Martorell (two
extreme sections of 17 m and nine sections of 27.40 m), 1859.
Photograph by José Martínez Sánchez.

•

Michel De Bergue was very active in the initial Catalan industrialization in which he played a
key role in the dissemination of steam technology. As an engineer, he participated in the startup of multiple factories, some as well-known as La España Industrial. He probably settled in
Barcelona in 1832, when he and his father came to put into operation the first steam engine in
the country. The engine was installed by the John Hall & Sons firm in the “Bonaplata, Rull,
Vilaregut y Cía” factory.

•

Specifically, De Bergue acted as John Hall & Sons’ representative in Barcelona, supplying steam
engines. He was one of the founders of the “Vilanova, Domènech and Bergue” (1840) mechanical
workshop.

Àngels Solà says of Michel De Bergue that, "he is the civil engineer
who played the most important role in the modernization of the
infrastructures
of the
INDUSTRIALmechanical
HERITAGE ALERT
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from 1834-1840. "

16

•

De Bergue was also one of the first entrepreneurs to engage in railway -ventures with his brothers
Charles, Cornelius and August. On February 28, 1851, the Minister of Commerce, Education and
Public Works awarded Michel De Bergue "the grant to build an iron road between Barcelona and
Molins de Rei”. A Royal Order of April 3 granted him the charter to extend the line to Martorell.

•

The De Bergues also participated in the construction of other railway lines. When the Valencia to
Tarragona railway was built, the rails were laid according to the “De Bergue system”, as shown in
the photograph below.

Ejemplo de la utilización de la vía tipo Bergue por la Cía. AVT
(Fuente, fondos documentales AMAF)

• An interesting fact about the original sleepers designed by De Bergue is that they consisted of
two cast iron plates joined by an iron brace4, similar to what would become, well into the 20th
century, the “RS” sleepers 5.

F.- The Station

4

Piece that is placed obliquely to a vertical one to ensure that it does not lose its form.
Double-block concrete sleeper, developed in France. Known as "RS" by the name of its designer, engineer Roger
Sonneville, it consists of two concrete heads joined by a steel brace with a "T" section.
5
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• At the time of construction of the Barcelona-Molins de Rei railway line, the architecture of the
stations attracted a lot of attention. De Bergue followed the English railway architectural models
of the time and therefore the station highlights the wealth of materials used for its construction
and its decoration.
• It is a neoclassical building with Italian qualities, typical of the second half of the 19th century.
With a simple appearance, it displays a great sense of elegance and dignity.

Main façade

Facade of the platforms, year 1952 (FFE - Railway Museum of Catalonia)

•

A stand-alone, single-story building, it has an elongated rectangular section approximately 10
meters wide by 39 meters long and an approximate area of 285 square meters. It has three
different sections dominated by a clear volumetric symmetry. The larger central section is
slightly set back on its main façade. This section was used as a waiting room and accessed
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through a corridor from one of the aisles connected to the ticket office. The left section, on the
main facade, was used as the stationmaster's home.

Scheme of the main facade

Scheme of the facade to the platforms

•

Although all the windows on the main and side façades are lintelled, the building is surprising
due to the semi-circular/arched shape of its doors and windows on the platform façade, which is
typically a Georgian style.

•

The facades are plastered and painted white, although there is ashlar plasterwork at all angles
of the building and on windows and doors.

•

The four facades are symmetrical and finished off by a cornice that reinforces the building’s
horizontal structure. The roof is flat, following the Catalan roof construction model, and a
balustrade of openwork brick railings stands on the moulding highlighting the axis of symmetry.

Altitude plate above sea level at Sant Feliu station
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•

The central section is distinguished from the others by the oculus that crowns it. De Bergue
used this feature to give continuity to the stations along the railway line. He designed them with
architectural similarities following common basic lines, measurements and decoration, but at the
same time each station was planned and built as a unique piece. This fact distinguishes
these stations of the line from other railway lines of the time, where the stations followed the
same pattern.

G.- The Bridge
•

Located at the exit of the Sant Feliu station in the direction of Molins de Rei, the Riera de la
Salud bridge was built to connect the route of the railway when crossing the Riera de la
Salud. Its construction dates are from 1853-1854. In November of 1854, the first railways
began to run over the bridge.

In the background the 1854 bridge that gives access to the station
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•

According to De Bergue’s plans, bridges and overpasses had to be built with brick, a
material widely used in English railway structures because it was cheaper. The retaining
walls were built with stone joined with Portland cement, unprecedented in its architectural
use in Spain. At that time, the Spanish Government required the use of carved stone for such
construction, arguing that the brick would not support the weight and vibrations of the railway.
After a year of negotiations, the government finally gave in and the works were carried out as
De Bergue had planned.

•

The bridge is approximately 10.90 meters long and 5 meters wide. It is a low -rise bridge that
has a lowered arch since it has practically no branches.

•

It was built in the "flat bridge" style, since it does not have the usual shape but rather adopts a
more oval structure, characteristic of the first English railways. This style continued to be used
during the Victorian era. The peculiarity of the line, the first double-track railway in Spain, was
one of the reasons for opting for this style of bridge, which was more appropriate for the
passage of two tracks.

Scheme of a bridge type "flat bridge"

• Another of its characteristics is the use of "red brick", very typical of the Victorian era in the
United Kingdom.
• The arch presents is formed by four rows of bricks arranged vertically, while the buttress is
configured with bricks placed horizontally with ropes. What makes it special, is that the
intrados of the vault has an exclusively brick interior construction.
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H.- English references – Belper
• According to the investigation conducted by Carles Urkiola, the Sant Feliu station has
similarities to Belper station (1840-1973), on the Derby-Chesterfield line. The work is that of the
architect Francis Thompson, who built several Italian-style stations and buildings, including
those of the Northern Midland company between the years 1837 and 1855.

Drawing Belper Railway Station (1840). Facade of the tracks

Belper Railway Station (1840), on the Derby-Chesterfield line
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Sant Feliu de Llobregat Railway Station (1854), on the Barcelona-Molins de Rei line

• Cornellà, Sant Feliu and Molins de Rei stations are truly unique models in Spain. They
present a very interesting and original architectural style that is part of the English
railway architecture, built in 1854.

Bridge at Belper Railway Station (1840), on the Derby-Chesterfield line

I.- Social and cultural context
•

The development of the railway coincided with the beginning of the industrialization of Catalonia
and Spain. The municipalities that benefited from the railroad found the engine for their
urban and socio-economic development. They became centres for the distribution of goods
and increased their attractiveness as the location for new commercial and industrial activities.
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•

In 1854, the town of Sant Feliu was clearly an agricultural town. The arrival of the railroad
contributed enormously to the transformation that the population and the region
experienced at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th. It went from
being essentially agricultural to gradually industrial.

•

The commissioning of the railway line not only allowed the connection of Sant Feliu with
Barcelona, the Catalan capital Barcelona, but it accelerated the industrialization process and
improved trade and the economy of the Baix Llobregat region. The station became the new
vibrant axis of the city and the engine of industrial development, such as factories
including Can Bertrand (1861), Solà and Sert (1894), among others.

•

This productive change was essential for the development of the city’s historical personality and
led to great changes in people's lives. The establishment of industries favoured an
important demographic growth.

The social, cultural and economic activity that took place with the arrival of the railway shaped a
new urbanism that transformed the appearance of the municipality. New streets, boulevards,
and avenues were opened. Sewerage infrastructure, lighting, stream sanitation, and the
construction of new services such as markets and schools were created.

Tribute to the soldiers of Sant Feliu who fought in Morocco in 1910

• The arrival of citizens from the capital and demographic growth brought with it new cultural
and social issues that gave way to the establishment of civic and social entities such as
the Casino (1879), the Athenaeum (1881) and the Coral Union (1892).
• The railroad favoured economic growth and the establishment of industries. There is no doubt
that a flourishing social class established itself on the land near the station, creating a new
social and urban axis that transformed the city. At the beginning of the 20th century, the
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architectural style of Modernism inspired many of the dwellings that surround the railway line.
Today, the station is an iconic building that defines the centre of the city.

New Expansion Plan, presented in 1902, and definitively approved in 1904

• This line contributed to facilitating the industrial growth of the river basin and the Llobregat river
delta, where the Barcelona airport is currently located.

J.- Risk Factors
J.1.- Advanced and irreversible Decay
•

The station building and the Riera de la Salud bridge are in excellent condition.

•

Both retain the authenticity with which they were designed in 1854.

•

As for its original integrity, it has been slightly altered, although these alterations are
reversible. None of its parts have been destroyed.

J.2.- Proposal of Demolition
.
•

In 2019, the Administration of Railway Infrastructure ((ADIF), awarded the works of the project
"Construction of the integration of the railway in Sant Feliu de Llobregat" to the company
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Acciona Construcción for an amount of 62.63 million euros with a period execution of about 44
months.
In the drafting of the project, the conservation of the railway heritage sites was not taken
into consideration and the execution of the project includes the demolition of the railway
station (1854) and the Riera de la Salud bridge (1853-1854).
•

The project to install underground tracks includes the construction of a new underground station
in practically the same location as the current 1854 station in.

 In light green the current
season.
 In dark green the access
aedicule to the new
underground station, located
on the surface.
 The new underground
platforms are in purple.

•

Both ADIS and the Sant Feliu City Council claim that preserving these heritage sites
makes the building of the underground train tracks impossible. It should be noted that
their argument fails to mention that alternatives have not been evaluated or studied. In
fact, there are excellent examples of underground railway works and conservation of
historic railway stations, such as the Vilafranca del Penedès passenger station (1865),
Vic (1875), Sabadell (1889), Terrassa (1901) in Barcelona.

•

ADIF plans to start the underground works of the tracks in September 2020. Should the plan
move forward, the railway station and the Riera de la Salud bridge will be demolished and 166
years of the railway's history will be irretrievably lost. The risk of disappearing is imminent.

J.3.- Proposal of a renovation project incompatible with the artifact identity
• Underground railway tracks through Sant Feliu, is not incompatible with conserving the
station building. At the time of drafting the project, ADIF and the Sant Feliu City Council did
not consider any option that allowed for the preservation of this historic building. There were
several options not considered, such as studying a different location for the new platforms and
the underground station that would not demolish the 1854 station, or relocating the old station
to a location outside the project’s route.
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K.- Popular movement
• In April 2010, the Sant Feliu City Council presented a project for the urbanization of the open
land that would result after placing the tracks and station underground.
• Given this plan, the Save the Station citizen’s action group gathered the support of more than
60 local and supralocal entities, as well as professionals and academics experts in heritage and
history. In less than four months, the campaign to save the station had the support of more than
1,500 people through social networks
• Given the refusal of the Sant Feliu City Council to intercede with ADIF to defend the railway
heritage assets, Save the Station presented a motion to the Infrastructure Commission of
the Spanish Congress of Deputies in December 2010, Joan Tardà, ERC deputy defended
the motion on behalf of the Parliamentary Group of Esquerra Republicana-Izquierda UnidaIniciativa per Catalunya Verds. The proposition urged that the Spanish government conduct a
study to evaluate the preservation of the station building. The proposal was rejected based on
local political criteria and not based on an evaluation considering heritage criteria or shared
memory.
• In 2011, the Baix Llobregat Civic Heritage Commission issued an opinion recognizing the
station as “a feature of exceptional value of the Catalan railway heritage and of the
Iberian Peninsula, which, together with the Cornellà and Molins de Rei stations, is testimony to
the first actions in this means of transport, and which over the last 150 years, has been the
benchmark for the most powerful local mobility ”. The commission added: "... all technical
options that allow for the conservation of the station should be considered."
• Finally, on November 4, 2019, the ADIF Board of Directors approved the award of the Sant
Feliu Railway Integration Project, which includes the demolition of the station.
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Currently, the Save the Station campaign continues to carry out actions and pursue contacts to save the
station building and the railway bridge. It seeks alternatives to the demolition and loss of the railway

industrial heritage.
Photographic tour organized by Save the Station campaign and the Terrassa Railway Club (2020)

Community walk organized with the cooperation of the Agrupació de Recerca i Estudis de Sant Feliu - ARES (2004)

L.- Source of Alert
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L.1.- Proponents of the Heritage Alert, contact details
Save the Train Station de Sant Feliu de Llobregat Campaign
Plataforma Salvem l’Estació del tren de Sant Feliu de Llobregat
Civic movement in the defense of railway heritage
Jaume Solé Díaz
President
s’ha de posar una adreça



Email: (salvemestaciosantfeliu@gmail.com)
Website: (Catalan)
http://salvemestaciosantfeliu.blogspot.com/
Website: (Spanish)
https://salvemestaciosantfeliu.blogspot.com/search/label/%5BCastellano%5D

-

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/salvemestaciosantfeliu
Twitter: twitter.com/SalvemEstacio
Instagram: www.instagram.com/salvemestaciosantfeliu

L.2.- Groups potentially against Heritage Alert action
• The City Council and the mayor of Sant Feliu de Llobregat, the public company ADIF and the
Ministry of Transport, Mobility and Urban Agenda, are against this Alert Action and advocate for
the demolition of the current building and bridge. They refuse to assess alternatives which
would allow the preservation of the railway industrial historical heritage, as are the station
building and the railway bridge.
L.3.- Time Constraints for Advocacy (immediate action)
• The demolition of the station and the railway bridge are necessary to the Sant Feliu City
Council’s underground tracks project and their new urbanization plan of the area.
• The underground works for the tracks are scheduled for this year, 2020, and will begin shortly.
The threat of demolition is imminent.
• Immediate action is required. All alert and awareness initiatives should be taken as quickly as
possible and addressed to the Ministry of Transport, ADIF, the Spanish Railways Foundation
and the Sant Feliu de Llobregat City Council.
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M.- External Supports to Heritage Alert
• The Save the Station campaign brings together professional associations, cultural associations
and entities; heritage and railways, as well as experts, researchers, historians, archaeologists,
architects and academics of national and international prestige.
• It also has the support of local associations and hundreds of people adhering to the Manifesto
in defence of heritage.
M.1. Associates
• Agrupació de Recerca i Estudis de Sant Feliu (ARES)
• Associació Arrels Locals
•

Ateneu Santfeliuenc

•

SOS-Monuments

M.2. Local, regional, and national associations
•

Federació Catalana d'Associacions i Clubs UNESCO (FCACU)

•

Associació del Museu de la Ciència i de la Tècnica i d'Arqueologia Industrial de
Catalunya (AMCTAIC)

•

Agrupació d'Arquitectes per la Defensa i la Intervenció en el Patrimoni Arquitectònic
Col·legi d'Arquitectes de Catalunya - COAC

•

Museu de la Ciència i de la Tècnica de Catalunya

•

Societat Catalana d'Arqueologia

•

Institut d'Estudis Catalans

➢ See list of entities, associations, experts and academics:
 https://salvemestaciosantfeliu.blogspot.com/p/suports-destacats.html
M.3.- Documentation significance about the place
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➢ See documentation list:
 https://salvemestaciosantfeliu.blogspot.com/p/documentacio_17.html
M.4.- Letters of support for Heritage Alert action, newspaper articles, etc.
•

There is a lively public debate in the media and on social media. Newspaper articles, radio
interviews and news on television in the region have echoed outrage at the loss of these
heritage sites; support for heritage preservation and for the repurpose of these railway
structures.

•

Letters of support have been received from dozens of heritage defense entities and
associations throughout the country,

a) Letters of support
• An important group of experts, researchers, historians, archaeologists, architects and
academics of recognized national and international prestige have signed the request for support
to safeguard these railway industrial heritage sites.
• Professional associations, prestigious entities such as SOS-Monuments, the Institut
d'Estudis Catalans, the Societat Catalana d'Arqueologia, the Federació Catalana
d'Associacions i Clubs UNESCO, the Associació del Museu de la Ciència i de la Tècnica i
d'Arqueologia Industrial of Catalonia (AMCTAIC) or the Arquitectes for Defense and
Intervention Group in the Architectural Heritage of the Col·legi d'Arquitectes de
Catalunya - COAC, among many others, support this preservation campaign.
• The campaign has significant public support and the support of more than a hundred entities
and associations, both local and supra-local, who have expressed their support for the
campaign.
➢ See list of entities, associations, experts and academics, in support of the
conservation of railway industrial heritage:
 https://salvemestaciosantfeliu.blogspot.com/p/suports-destacats.html
b) Newspaper articles
•

There are many articles published in newspapers and websites. Also interviews on radio and
television.

➢ See list of articles in press, radio and television:
 https://salvemestaciosantfeliu.blogspot.com/p/recull-de-premsa.html
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N-. Publications that describe the work/place, bibliography, etc.
• Urkiola i Cases, C. (2004). El carril de Barcelona a Molins de Rei i Martorell. Sant Feliu de
Llobregat: Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Tourism / Centre for Regional Studies of Baix
Llobregat.
• Pascual Domènech, P. (1999). Los caminos de la era industrial. La construcción y
financiación de la Red Ferroviaria Catalana. Barcelona: Publications and Editions of the
University of Barcelona.
• Tuells Moreno, L. M. (2015). Trens de postal: el ferrocarril a Catalunya. Barcelona: Efadós.
• Tribó Traveria, G. (1989). Evolució de l’estructura agrària del Baix Llobregat (1860-1939).
Barcelona: University of Barcelona [Doctoral thesis].
• Ferrer Fontanet, J. (2001). L’abans. Sant Feliu de Llobregat. Recull fotogràfic 1887-1968.
Barcelona: Efadós.

O.- Recommended action
•

The Civic Campaign Save the Sant Feliu Train Station, on behalf of the entities and people
joining the manifesto, requests that the Sant Feliu de Llobregat City Council, the Ministry
of Transport and ADIF act immediately and boldly to avoid the loss of the 1854's railway
building.

•

The Civic Campaign considers the safety of Sant Feliu communities warrants that the
project for underground works proceeds. At the same time, the civic group proposes to
take quick actions for the preservation of these sites.

Therefore, WE PROPOSE:
a) Project start-up phase:
➔ Priority action:
• That an evaluation by a team of experts of the technical feasibility of keeping the station
building and the railway bridge appear as an annex to the current project, evaluating all
technologically possible options, including the transfer of the station building and the Riera de la
Salud bridge outside the area affected by the underground track works but in the vicinity of its
current location.
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➔ Alternative action:
• In the event that there is no possibility of maintaining the historic station building, the campaign
asks ADIF and the Sant Feliu de Llobregat City Council to firmly commit to carrying out a
reconstruction of an exact replica (interior and exterior) of the original 1854 building, in
the vicinity of its current location, once the works have been completed. This agreement must
be signed within the framework of an agreement signed by ADIF and all the political groups of
the City Council, as well as by the entities that intervene as mediators.
b) Phase of preparation and execution of the works: ADIF, the company responsible for the
works, and the Sant Feliu de Llobregat City Council are required to:
• Carry out an exhaustive archaeological intervention in the area affected by the
underground works of the railroad tracks. This archeological intervention is to: evaluate,
document the construction phases and identify the items of archaeological interest that must be
preserved; and allows the recovery of the original features of the 1854 station including
pavements, mosaics, beams, borders, rosettes, architectural and decorative elements, vents,
ceramic wainscoting, corner stones, etc.
• Assign an archaeologist to monitor the works during the subsoil lowering phase and in
the phases in which the Riera de la Salud bridge and the historic building of the railway station
are affected. In this way, avoid the destruction of any important archaeological remains and
carry out a cataloging of items of heritage and archaeological interest.
• Carry out a deconstruction (controlled demolition) of the historic building of the station
and of the bridge with archaeological methodology that guarantees a high level of recovery
and reuse of the construction, ornamental and symbolic materials/features that can be
safeguarded. These include pavements, mosaics, beams, borders, rosettes, constructive and
decorative elements, vents, ceramic wainscoting, corner stones, etc. and others , such as the
altimetry plaque and the commemorative plaque of the 150th anniversary of the arrival of the
railway to Sant Feliu.

P.- Proposal new destination. Desired outcome.
• Postpone the demolition process until all the alternatives have been assessed to
guarantee the preservation of the building and the bridge due to their important value as railway
industrial heritage.
It is desired to hold more negotiations with ADIF and the City Council to find a solution
that does not entail demolition, but rather the integration of the building and the bridge in the
future urbanization.
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• We request the restoration of the historic railway station building to recover its 1854 original
appearance. Within the framework of the construction project of the new underground station,
ADIF is asked to assess all possible alternatives to preserve and maintain the building of
the station; assess the use of the historic building as an external entrance to the new
underground station (Terrassa station in Barcelona is an example); or even if this use is not
technically possible, use it for other means of transport services or citizen act ivities such as a
library, an interpretation centre or study rooms for young people and entities; preserving the
cafeteria service.
• We request the restoration of the Riera de la Salud bridge and its conservation, in
another location, as testament of the arrival of the railroad and the socio-economic
development of the region.

Q.- Heritage Alert: international/national distribution
We request the dissemination of the Heritage Alert both nationally (Spain and Catalonia) and
internationally.
Q.1.- Letters to…
• Sant Feliu de Llobregat City Council
To the attention of the representatives of the political parties:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Lourdes Borrell Moreno (Socialists de Catalunya political group)
Lídia Muñoz Cáceres (Sant Feliu political group in Comú Podem)
Oriol Bossa i Pradas (Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya political group)
Francisco Javier Alegre Buxeda (Citizens of Sant Feliu de Llobregat political group)
Jaume Manyoses Canadell (Tots Som Sant Feliu political group)
Silvestre Gilaberte Herranz (Veïns per Sant Feliu de Llobregat political group)

Email: (ajuntament@santfeliu.cat)
Email: (secretaria@santfeliu.cat)
Email: (alcaldia@santfeliu.cat)
• Government Generalitat of Catalonia
Department of Territory and Sustainability
Minister Damià Calvet i Valera
Email:
• Government Generalitat of Catalonia
Department of Culture
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Minister Mariàngela Vilallonga Vives
Email: (consellera.cultura@gencat.cat)
Email: (dgpatrimoni.cultura@gencat.cat)
Email: (sdgpatrimoni.cultura@gencat.cat)
• Ministerio de Transportes, Movilidad y Agenda Urbana - sector ferroviario
(Ministry of Transport, Mobility and Urban Agenda - Railways department)
Director general de Planificación y Evaluación de la Red Ferroviaria
Email: (ferrocarrilessgpp@fomento.es)
Email: (dg.redferroviaria@mitma.es)
• Instituto del Patrimonio Cultural de España
(Institute of Cultural Heritage of Spain)
Email: (subdireccion.ipce@mecd.es)
Email: (arqueologia.ipce@cultura.gob.es)
Email: (arquitectura.ipce@cultura.gob.es)
• ADIF, Administrador de Infraestructuras Ferroviarias
(Adif, the Administrator of Railway Infrastructures)
Sra. Isabel Pardo de Vera Posada
Presidente de la entidad pública empresarial Administrador de Infraestructuras Ferroviarias
(ADIF)
Email: (prensa.noreste@adif.es)
Email: (comunicacionweb@adif.es)
Email: (redconvencional@adif.es)
• Fundación de los Ferrocarriles Españoles
Director Gerente: José Carlos Domínguez Curiel
Email: (gerente@ffe.es)
Email: (palacio@ffe.es)
And send a copy to Platform Save the Train Station:
• Platform Save the Train Station de Sant Feliu de Llobregat
Jaume Solé Díaz
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Presidente
Email: (salvemestaciosantfeliu@gmail.com)
Q.2.- TICCIH Website upload
We request the dissemination of the Heritage Alert on the websites of:
• TICCIH España
Presidenta: Ainara Martínez Matía
Comisión de Ferrocarriles: Virginia García Ortells.
Email: (infoticcih@yahoo.es)
• TICCIH Internacional
President: Dr. Miles Oglethorpe
Address
Email
Q.3.- Affiliated distribution: Icomos
We request the dissemination of the Heritage Alert to all entities related to historical heritage and
railway heritage.
• ICOMOS España.
Presidenta: Alicia Castillo Mena
C/ Alenza, 4 – 8º
28003 Madrid - España
Email: (secretaria@icomos.es)
Q.4.- Other actions recommended
• Contact the administrations: Sant Feliu de Llobregat City Council, Department of Culture of the
Government of the Generalitat de Catalunya and the Ministry of Transport of the Spanish State.
• Contact the Fundación de los Ferrocarriles Españoles and Adif.
• Appeal letters of international, personal or institutional support in favor of maintaining the station
building and the railway bridge as railway industrial heritage. f.
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• Contact other associations and entities, both for the defense of industrial heritage and for the
conservation of the railway heritage, which can contribute to disseminating the Heritage Alert.
• It is desirable to have more attention in the communications media between and among
international Spaniards and Catalans.
• Distribution of the campaign in the media and on social networks.
• Public opinion of Sant Feliu is in favor of preservation, but they face an institutional campaign
that presents preservation as a dilemma between heritage and progress. An un-biased
information campaign would be useful so a deeper public understanding of the importance of
these structures takes place and it is understood that preservation of these structures should
not pose a threat to the underground track project,
• Make an appeal to institutions and individuals to collect photographs and documents that allow
the restoration of the building to its original 1854 appearance.
• Support public fund raising (national and international) to:
1.- document and carry out an archaeological intervention before the start of the works,
2.- move or rebuild the building at another location outside the works area and,
3.- return the original aspect of 1854 once the underground track work is finished.
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Annex 1. Details of the railway station and bridge

Facade of the main entrance

Detail of the facade of the main entrance
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Facade of access to the platforms

Detail of the facade of access to the platforms
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Interior of the station

Riera de la Salud bridge
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Annex 2. Gallery of old photographs
Since May 2020, the Save the Station campaign
has been collecting old photographs of the
railway in Sant Feliu de Llobregat. With the
graphic documentation collected, a collective
archive of images will be created about the
changes that the city and daily life have
experienced during the more than 165 years
since the arrival of the railway to the
municipality.
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Annex 3. Gallery of current photographs
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Annex 4. Stamps and commemorative postcards
The social repercussion of the arrival of the railway to the region has been present throughout history . We
can see its meaning to the city through the postage stamps and commemorative postcards and postcards of
the city where the station is one of city icons
a. 125º Anniversary of the Barcelona-Molins de Rei line (1981)
b. 150th Anniversary of the arrival of the railway in Sant Feliu de Llobregat (2004)
c. 150th Anniversary of the Barcelona-Molins de Rei line (2004)
d. 160 years of the Station of San Feliu de Llobregat 1854-2014 (2004)
e. Commemorative stamp of Sant Feliu de Llobregat Station
f. Postcard Sant Feliu de Llobregat RENFE Station (80s)

INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE ALERT - Platform Save the Train Station

46

Annex 5. Celebration of the 150th anniversary of the Barcelona-Molins de Rei line
On November 21, 2004, the arrival of the railway to the city of Sant Feliu and the region was
recognized. The City Council of Sant Feliu, the Association Friends of the Railway and the Centre of
Regional Studies of Hospitalet and Baix Llobregat, organized activities to commemorate the arrival of
the railroad in the region.
During the day, the "Centennial Train" composed of the restored "Mataró" locomotive and three vintage
passenger cars, circulated. This is a replica of the first railway that ran on the first railway line of the
Iberian Peninsula on October 28, 1848 between Barcelona and Mataró.
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Commemorative plaque

celebrating 150 anniversary of the
railway arrival to
a Sant Feliu de Llobregat
21 November 2004
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Annex 6: I Photography Contest (2010)
In July 2010, the campaign sponsored a
photography contest to disseminate and
publicize the value of the city's railroad
heritage among its citizens.
It is worth noting the great response received, with
the presentation of 45 snapshots that highlight the
most social and cultural aspect of heritage. By
popular vote, among the more than 1,500
Facebook followers, the winning snapshots were
chosen.

1r. Premio: María Dolores Martín

2º Premio: Juan Carlos Vicente

3r. Premio: Àlex Miró

3r. Premio: María Dolores Martín
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Accésit: Jaume Solé
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Annex 7: II Photographic Route (2020)
On January 18, 2020, the campaign and the
Railway Club of Terrassa organized a
challenging photographic walk to highlight
the sites of the Sant Feliu de Llobregat
railway.
About 70 people took part in the walk, which
featured historian Lluís Tuells. It transported
attendees on a journey through time from the
arrival of the railroad to the present day. Anecdotes and personal experiences enlivened the history of
the railway during the day.
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Annex 8: Illustrations Martí Viladomat Llorens
Martí Viladomat Llorens is a local artist who, with his drawings with a particular look and
language, captures the most emblematic corners of the city. This selection includes some
of his drawings related to the station, the bridge and the Sant Feliu railway.
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Annex 9: Children's Drawing Contest (Sant Jordi, 2020)
From April 6 to May 26, 2020, during confinement
due to the COVID19 pandemic, the campaign
sponsored a children's drawing contest in
solidarity with the
"#Quedateencasa"campaign. Boys and girls
were asked to recreate, in their drawings, the
legend of the Dragon and St. George, while
relating it to the railroad. Participants put colour
and imagination during confinement. A great fun
and entertaining experience that was very
successful.
The competition is part of the activities carried out by the Save the Train Station campaign to defend
and value the railway industrial heritage of Sant Feliu de Llobregat.

Noa Sarrias Bruzos - 9 years

Daniel Cobo Alcalá - 11 years

Eileen Solé Larby - 6 years

Andrés García Oñate - 11 years
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Nora López Farrés - 10 years
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